
Example Number:  
 

Focus Correction 
Areas 

P  S+  S-  U  

 
 

FCA 1: Claim 
 
 

1. First sentence 
introduces the topic and 
the author’s claim about 

that topic. 2.  Can be 
researched and debated 
with reasoning. 3. Avoids 

opinion and value 
statements like “ I think/I 

believe” and “best/worst.”  

1. First sentence introduces 
the topic and the author’s 
claim about that topic. 2. 
Claim can be researched 

and debated with 
reasoning. 3. May include 

opinion and value 
statements like “I think/I 

believe” and “best/worst”.  

1. Sentence may include 
the topic but not the claim 
or “what about it” of that 

topic. 2. Claim can be 
researched and debated 

with reasoning. 
3. May include opinion and 

value statements like “I 
think/I believe” and 

“best/worst”. 

1. Sentence may include the 
topic but not the claim or “what 
about it” of that topic. 2. Claim 

may be too specific or too 
general to be accurately 

researched.3. May include 
opinion and value statements 

like “I think/I believe” and 
“best/worst”.  

 
 

FCA 2: Evidence 
 
 

Evidence is from the text, 
directly supporting the 
claim, and is one of the 

most specific and 
accurate examples from 

the text.  

Evidence is from the text 
and relates to the claim, but 

may not be the most 
specific example.  

Evidence is from the text 
but may not be specific or 

accurately support the 
claim. 

Evidence is not directly from the 
text or evidence is unrelated to 

the claim. 

 
 

FCA 3: Reasoning 
 
 

Fully explains how the 
evidence supports the 

claim with specific 
connections and 

references from the text  

Attempts to explain how the 
evidence supports the 

claim with specific 
references back to the 
evidence, but may be 

missing a key idea 

Attempts to explain how the 
evidence supports the 
claim without specific 
references back to the 

evidence 

Provides no reasoning or some 
reasoning that is illogical or 
does not relate back to the 

claim 

 
 
 

Expectations 
 

Complete Sentences 
 

___The first word of 
each sentence is 

capitalized 
 

___Commas are used 
correctly in a simple 

list/series 
 

___Endmarks are 
appropriate to the 

purpose of the sentence 
 

Spelling 
 

___Commonly 
misspelled words and 

content area vocabulary 
from previous years are 

spelled and used 
correctly 

 

Capitalization 
 

___The words in titles are 
capitalized appropriately 

 
___“I” is capitalized if 

needed 
 

 

Formatting Feedback:  
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