
Communication Arts at 
the Philly Zoo



Step 1: At the Zoo

Closely observe an animal and watch the way 
it interacts with its environment, the other 
animals in the enclosure, and the public.



Step 2: At the Zoo

Snap a few photos or take some video to help 
capture the animal’s personality.



Step 3: At the Zoo

Determine a few words that you would use to 
describe the animals personality. List those 
words or phrases on your handout. Remember, 
they should be personality traits. 



Step 4: At the Zoo
● What is going on in that animal’s head in the situation 

you captured through your pictures and video?  
● Take about 10-15 minutes to write from that animal’s 

perspective. Use first person pronouns as if you were 
the animal. 

● Create a strong example of indirect characterization 
as you become the animal and show your audience 
the personality you have as the animal. Use the 
animal’s thoughts, actions, and/or dialogue to create 
the character traits.  

● Help the reader understand the animal’s personality 
traits through the animal’s thoughts, dialogue, and 
actions in your writing.



Step 5: Wednesday Night at Home

● If your friend took the picture for you, ask your 
friend to email or text it to you while you are 
at the zoo so you can access it at home.

● If you have multiple pictures, select the best 
picture you have of the animal that illustrates 
the animal's personality trait.

● If you are using your picture digitally, insert 
that picture into a Google Doc or Google 
Presentation so you can access it at school on 
Thursday.



Choosing the Wrong Picture



Choosing the Right Picture



Choosing the Wrong Picture



Choosing the Right Picture



Step 6: Thursday at School
● Access your picture on Google Docs or Google 

Presentation.
● Type your paragraph into the Google Doc or 

Google Presentation, so that means you need 
to bring your paragraph to school. If you want 
to get ahead, you could type your paragraph 
at home on Wednesday night.

● Revise your paragraph to meet all of the FCAs. 
● Highlight the 3 different types of sentences.
● Submit your work for grading. 



FCAs

Sentence structure/variety: 1 simple (highlighted pink), 1 
compound (highlighted green), and 1 complex (highlighted 
yellow) written and punctuated properly (2 pt each: 6 pts 
total)

All details are used to develop indirect characterization.   
Uses the animal’s thoughts, actions, and/or dialogue to 
create the character trait of _________________________ 
(fill in the blank with the trait you are using) (6 pts possible--
all of the details are used to create indirect characterization, 
6 pts; most of the details are used to create indirect 
characterization, 4 pts; some of the details are used to 
create indirect characterization, 2 pts)



Example: Aldabra Tortoise; Easy-going 



Example: Aldabra Tortoise, Easy-going 
Oh my, it is just so crowded in here, and they must 
think we are so lazy.  They just throw our food on the 
floor for us, so we end up laying in our piles of mushy 
tomatoes and lettuces.  Oh well, I guess I’ll just lay in 
my lunch and eat it  I can’t believe everyone crowded 
all the way on this side of our enclosure.  It just 
seems so silly.  Oh, wait, it would take forever for 
them to move since we move so slowly.  Here comes 
Bubba, but I don’t know if there is room for him.  At 
five hundred pounds, he is huge! Oh well, the more 
the merrier. 



Example: Pied Tamarin; Cautious, 
Nervous 



Example: Pied Tamarin; Cautious, 
Nervous 

Hey buddy, you have some bugs here in your 
coat.  Let me get them.  Oooo, there, that 
should make you feel much better.  Oh no, oh 
no, look at him swinging up there.  Be careful. 
Don’t fall.  Whoa, whoa!  Why did they make 
that food dish hang there like that?  Don’t they 
know it’s dangerous? All these branches make 
it so confusing around here, but I guess 
everyone else doesn’t seem to mind.  They just 
keep running all around since we are trapped in 
here.  How will we ever get out?



Example: Prairie Dogs;
Self-absorbed, Demanding



Example: Prairie Dogs;
Self-absorbed, Demanding

Look at me, look at me, I’m so cute and cuddly!  You 
better pay attention to me because I will  run and hide if 
you don’t.  Look at all of those holes.  Don’t make me use 
them.  Most of my friends are down there chilling and...
wait, I can’t tell you what goes on down there.  It’s top 
secret.  Don’t pay attention to those big birds.  They just 
fan out their feathers and think that they are sooo 
beautiful.  Well, beauty isn’t everything when it comes to 
kids.  They love cute, little furry things like me.  Here, look, 
I’ll stand up, so you can take my picture.  I just love all of 
the attention.  Go me!   



Example: Peacock; Conceited, Stuck-
up



Example: Peacock; Conceited, Stuck-
up

Huddled on this fence post, I feel my beautiful blue, green, 
brown, and gold feathers cascading down behind me.  My 
gorgeous iridescent blue head is so much prettier than my 
neighbors’.  They sit there, nestled together, as I sit alone.  
Clearly they must think I am different because of all of my 
different hues.  They, too, disregard all of those silly little prairie 
dogs, letting them stand up, getting all the attention from the 
onlookers for being so cute.  Just look at all of those ridiculous 
humans, snapping their pictures of the little furballs--how cute, 
ich! Those little fuzz buckets run around all day, and they can’t 
even make up their minds.  They don’t know if they want to be 
above ground or underground.  Hey, humans, look at me or my 
bff with his awesome feathers.  We are clearly the ones who are 
attractive in this enclosure.  If only I could fly away and get out of 
this place, then they would all miss me. 


